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July 13, 2006

MEMORANDUM

TO:

County Administrators, Engineers, 9-1-1 Directors and Commission Chairs

FROM:
ACCA Office

RE:

Participation in NACo purchasing cooperative

About a month ago we provided you with information regarding the new law allowing local government entities to make purchases through the national cooperative program sponsored by the National Association of Counties (Act No. 2006-279).  At that time, we suggested that you follow a set of procedures developed by the ACCA staff (another copy is enclosed).

Because the new law restricts purchases through the program to those items that are either (1) not available on the State of Alabama’s bid program or (2) that are available at a price that is lower than the state bid price, we earlier provided a listing of those contracts that were NOT available on the state bid list as of June 1, 2006.  We had suggested that you restrict your purchases to the companies on that list until we concluded meetings with representatives of the Examiners of Public Accounts. 

In recent weeks we have the Examiners to identify additional participating companies that can comply with the restrictions included in Act 2006-279.  We have enclosed a new listing of companies that includes those companies on the previous list as well as companies that have provided the Examiners with a letter pledging to sell their products to Alabama counties at either the state bid price or the NACo program price, whichever is less.  You are encouraged to make purchases from any of the companies on this list, if they meet your needs.

The Association staff and representatives of the Examiners of Public Accounts are working with two other vendors – Office Depot and GTSI -- to provide you with a similar streamlined purchasing process for office products and technology needs.  We anticipate making a report on that progress during the ACCA convention in August.

In the meantime, you may make purchases from Office Depot or GTSI.  However, you will need to keep your own evidence that the items you purchased were either not available on the State of Alabama’s bid program or were offered at a lower price on the NACo program.

If you have any questions or concerns, please let us know.

SUGGESTED PROCEDURES FOR
PURCHASES AS AUTHORIZED

ACT No. 2006-279

1. Enroll in the national purchasing cooperative (U. S. Communities) by logging on to the web site (http://www.uscommunities.org) and following the procedures outlined in “How do I use?”

2. Review the items and contracts on the web site so that you are familiar with the items that may be purchased on this program.

3. Place a copy of the enclosed letter (dated May 28, 2006) in your files to be reviewed by representatives of the Examiners of Public Accounts.

4. Before placing an order, review the information provided by ACCA to determine whether the state has a state contract for the items you wish to purchase. If the items you wish to purchase are not on the ACCA provided list, log onto the web site maintained by the State of Alabama (http://www.purchasing.state.al.us) and review the “List of Active State Contracts” to determine if the State of Alabama has a contract for the items you wish to purchase.

5. If the State of Alabama DOES NOT have a contract for the items you wish to purchase or if the company has pledged to sell the items at a price that is equal to or less than the state bid price, make a note of that fact in your file and order your items from U.S. Communities.

6. If the State of Alabama DOES have a contract for the items you wish to purchase, you need to make a note of the price of the items and compare that price to the price available on the U.S. Communities program. If the U.S. Communities price is lower, you should make a note of the price in your file and order your items from U.S. Communities.

7. All of the information outlined above should be maintained in a file for review by the Examiners of Public Accounts for a minimum of seven years.

Companies Participating in the NACo Purchasing Program

for Which There is No State Bid* or
for Which the Company Will Honor the State Bid Price** 
July 13, 2006

Homeland Security*

(Hagemeyer NA)

Park and Playground Equipment*

(Gametime, Landscape Structures and Little Tikes Commerical)

Carpet and Flooring*

(Milliken Carpet)

Physical Education Supplies*

(Sportime)

Janitorial Supplies*

(Zep)

Maintenance, Repair and Operating Supplies*


(Home Depot Supply/The Home Depot)

School-related Furniture**

(Virco)

Office Furniture**


(Haworth, Herman Miller, Steelcase and Knoll)

Electrical and Data Communications (including light blubs, etc.)**

(Graybar)

*no state bid for this item

**companies that will honor the state bid price 

