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Finding Federal Grants

Finding Your Grant

The National Association of Counties maintains a Members-Only website
section called the Grants Clearinghouse which is dedicated to grants,
federal and non profit that are county eligible. As a means of providing
this service to your counties, NACo staff has investigated and analyzed
every federal and private grant to see if counties are eligible recipients.
Only those grants are posted on this website in the Section called Federal
Grants Database. Each week NACo staff reviews all new grants that are
currently accepting applications and posts those grants in a prominent
place on the Grants Clearinghouse web page called Current Federal
Grants. This information includes a description of the grant, the due
date for applications and a link to the grant in the Catalog of Federal
Domestic Assistance (CFDA).

TV T = =
IE NACo | Grants Clearinghouse - Windows Internet Explorer .l E
@—@ - | http:,’j’www.nacuDrg/’MOTemp\ate‘cfm?SectlUn=Grants_CIearmghuuse&Temp\abe=/TaggedFageﬁaggedFageD\sp\ayﬂcfm&TPLlll\E”E| |Yahuu! Search ||F' =

File Edit Wiew Favorites Tools Help
— B »

w I MACo | Grants Clearinghouse I l - d= v |[kPage v (0 Took -

28 AVG - &I mai candyaram ~ ||EdSearch | | & Total Protecton =

@ Identity Guard

uuuuuuuuuuuuuu

S rovr iz eres B nesiene @ o vroares

Members * Only

Home — County Resource Center — Grants Clearinghouse

Grants Clearinghouse

Welcome to NACo's b Only Grants Cls ingh: where you vill find the tools
=nd information you need to sccess federal, foundation and private funding for your
county's needs.

Sign up to receive email notifications of new grants

Library

Advocacy
Federal Grants Database Awards
* NACo's Federal Grants Database * US Communities
NACo's Faderal Grants Databass lists all fadaral program grants for vhich county Purchasing Alliance
governments are eligible. You can search the database to pinpoint programs for your .
=pecific neads. The information you ratrieve will let you know whether the grants you are Grants Clearinghouse
interested in are currently funded and whether zpplication information is available yet. It Information Technelogy

vill also provide you vith information about how to contact the agency sdministering the Jobs Online
t . .
grant pragram Leadership Development
Peer Advice
) National County
Community Facilities Grant Program Government Manth
(Deadline for Applications - Contact USDA Stats office) The purposs of the Community - d Technical
Facilities Grant Program is to assist in the development of essentizl community facilities Training and Technical
in rural are=s and towns of up to 20,000 in populzstion. Grant funds can be usad to Assistance

Current Federal Grants

construct, enlarge, or improve community facilities for health care, public s=fety, =nd
community =nd public services.
Small Recearch Grant to Improve Health Care Quality through Health Information
echnologJ IT\ RO3)

adline: Now. 18, 2011) The purpose of this grant is to support 2 vide varisty of
rasaarth daslgn; in order to improve the quality, ==fety, eFFE:thnEss 2nd efficiency of
hezlth cars through the implementation 2nd uze of haslth IT.
Exploratory and Developmental Grant to Improve Health Care Quality through Health
Information Technology (IT] (R21]
(Deadline: Nov. 18, 2011) The purpose of this grant is to support short-term preparatary
studies that will inform real world health IT implementation and use the conduct of more
comprehensive heslth IT implementstion research.

View More
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The Federal Grants Database can be queried by the type of grant,
amount of the grant, the size of your government and whether you want
a loan, grant, or matching fund. Once you have selected all of your
variables you click on Get Results to find out which grants are out there
that match your county’s needs.

(= NACo | Grants Clearinghouse - Windows Internet Explorer

% - | hittpf v, naco,orgfMOTemplate, cfm? Section=Gr ants_Clearinghouse L&Template=(cffiles/grantsfarantsearch.cfm ' ‘ |‘t|| Xl |Lwe Search ||}3 '|

File Edit View Favoribes Tools  Help

Gougle| v ‘ -?,l Search ~ 06 @ A I#' Share ~ 5] - Q‘ Sidewiki = :?' Check ~ Translate ~ »* @% - \;/ SignIn ~
w o I MACo | Grants Clearinghouse ]_l @ b @ = @’PGQE © @TDDE -7

= T———ry — e

NACo's Federal Grants Database Query

NACo's Federal Grants Database lists all federal program grants for which county
gevernments zre eligible. You can search the databzse to pinpeint pregrams fer your
spacific needs. The information you retrieve will let you know whather the grants you are
interasted in zre currently funded and whether zpplication information is zvailable yet. It
vill also provide you vith infarmation about how to contact the zgency administering the
arant pregram.
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Relations Tools

Grants Clearinghouse

Please answer the guestions below, then click on Get Results to view the data. Grassroots

Online Supplier
Directory
What Funding Activity Category are you interested in? Peer to Peer Network
‘ ALL ~ Publications

Prescription Drug

What Population Range are you interested in? Program
Research
What Amount are you interested in?

Do you want to include Matching or Cost Share grants?
-

Do you want to select Grants, Loans or Training\Specialized
Services?
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Once you have selected your variables and clicked on Get Results the list
of county eligible grants will appear.
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NACo’s Federal Grants Database Results

1 Grant(s) found for your selection criteria.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS/ENTITLEMENT GRANTS
Ths purpess of this grant is to develep viasle urbsn communities, by providing
decent housing =nd = suitabls living =nvironment, 2nd 5y sxpanding scensmic
cppertunitiss, princizally for persens of low snd moderats incoms.

Advocacy/Media
Relations Tools

Type: Federal - Grant Grants Clearinghouse
Amount: Varies

Grassroots
Population: 200,000 and up Online Supplier
Due Date: See announcement Directory

Peer to Peer Network
Publications
Prescription Drug
Program

Research

About Counties | About NACo | Conferences & Events
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When the results of the query pop up, click on the title of the grant to be
taken directly you the actual grant description in the Catalog of Federal
Domestic Assistance. This description provides information about the
agency or department that administers the grant, the size of grants
allocated, eligible recipients and the grant cycle.
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Community Development Block Grants/Entitlement Grants
Community Development Block Grant program for Entitliement Communities
Number: 14.218

Agency: Department of Housing and Urban Development

Office: Office of Community Planning and

CONTACT INFORMATION

Website:
hite:www. hud govioffice:

Program Information
Regional or Local Office:

Nene. Centsct sppropriste HUD

Authorization (040): Field Office listed in Appendix IV of
the Cstslog.

Housing and Community Developmennt Act of 1974, Title |, Public Law 93-3283, 88 Stat. 6332 42
Headquarters Office:

U 8.0 53015321 Mark S. Walling, 451 Tth Strest
S.W.. Reom 7282

. Washington, District of Columbia

Objectives (050): 20410 Email

To develop viable urban communities by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment msdswelling@hud.ogw Fhons:
1202) 4025241,

& [ € Internst 100 -

and expanding ecenomic oppertunities, principally for persons of low and moderate income.
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The Grants Clearinghouse is updated weekly. Interested county officials
can register for NACo Gov Delivery that will send out an email whenever
this page is updated.
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In addition to the federal grants, the Clearinghouse also provides
information about Foundation/Corporate Grants, NACo grants and other
resources available so that counties can find grants that meet their
needs.

G- | E——— TR lI] i coe e

File Edit View Faworites Took Help

W & naco | rns Clearnghose Biv B v Page - GTosk -
BAVG * O rui e ] Dsewsh § 2 Towmatncsn (Zmoriiona ]| 3 @ tamens e

View Hoeg

Fnunﬂlllm.r(nlmﬂlo Grants

g frarm warvd Usbvaratr's fah Inatte
[
e eoapied ot rrund, ~Ah Bapamber 2 baing
+ o Catuaan cycian
Grants Available frem NACe
‘Sapsinl Couniies Regaraton [ntative
Takgemation an HAZa's Conslal Coabas Rastiralion Dnlialive Srant Peagram
Ewct Stae Bestmahion Chalisras Seans

At furiog i sammuniy-Bafad railand and avaambans iteates s
uvtuble thosugh W R Biae Suepram, ThiL sage canbing reseuriat be e v
ity e B59U e Erogrem and wRgh.

Resaurcas on tha Wab

To feders Seggmer
Easa! Ragithr it e el dndy pulesian foe ruar. moanetad i, sag saseer of
TR

‘adaral gorammant’s sneszton thos for competiive Grant sozcrunben
1 Grane ARG Bpaniee.

sarm of sraral At of Grarmnae

ute the Raglonal saseei a2 samweria

S fundass in yout B,

e Srant seosems it e on how 3 wite susoesstul
s4o5sanls. razarad Sy NACE'S Rasaarh Div

Eaderal Transit futhacky
Tris Wabospe seovides information on FTA programe and sles provides regionsl contect

Abaut Countizs | Abaut NACo | Conferances & Fvants
Issuss & Intarast Arazs | County Rasourca Contar | Haws Room
Site Map | Contact Us

@ Irnernat

The most useful of these free resources is Grants.gov. Not only does this
website have information about all federal grants but it provides
additional guidelines about writing grant applications and can be used to
apply for grants online. Once an application has been completed, the
site can be used to track the progress of your county’s grant application.



IE Grants.gov - Windows Internet Explorer E
(56 - [Entp/grantsgoy [ [#2][x] [ vahoot search [E2E

File Edit View Faworites Tools Help
W g (58]-| maca| Grants Clearing.. | @ Gants.gov x| | B B - @ - [2Page v & Took v
HAVG - YAHOO! searcH [w| Edsearch || & TotalProtecton [ ¢ Page Status | | 3l - @) Identity Guard

-
._h:" GRANTS.GOV® Search ContactUs SiteMap Help [JRSS

FOR APPLICANTS F- -
ind. Apply. Succeed & v sign-up for our
Applicant Login - Apply. . RECOVERY.cov T
- —c Quarterly
Find Grant Opportunities In response to The American Recovery Newsletter
T Grants.gov is your source to FIND and APPLY for federal grants. | | e vestment Act or Racovary Act.
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is proud to Grant-making agencies are posting
Apply for Grants be the managing partner for Grants.gov, an initiative that is (ST Sas T o 1 e i T 2= Quick Links
on Grants.gov. View =il oppartunities >
Track My Application having an unparalleled impact on the grant community. Learn =
LRI more about Grants.gov and determine if you are eligible for grant [, L0 S a Nex
AL =R ES opportunities offered on this site. regarding the Recovery Act is available. Grants.gov Blog
Search FAQs, User Guides and Learn more > [Exit Disclaimer]
Site Information Grants.gov does not provide personal financial assistance. To
APPLICANT SYSTEM-TO- learn where yau may find personal help, check Government ﬁ?gf;;ﬂfz:fme FOR APPLICANTS
SYSTEM Benefits, Student Loans and Small i Start-up Loans.  stzte of recovery.
Lear more > -
FOR GRANTORS ant Email Alerts
Feature Stories Get Reqistered
ABOUT GRANTS.GOV el
HELP Recovery Act Grant Opportunities E-Biz POC Login
Track My Application
CONTACT US -
Archived Webinars.
SITE MAP FOR GRANTORS
e« Grantor Login
What's New at Grants.gov  New Agency Users
* Resources
New Opportunities This Week
Grants.gov Contact Center scheduled dosing
Important CCR Update
View Recovery Act Webinar for Nonprofits
Verify if your Adobe Reader version is M
Daone: @ Internet *100% -

The Grants.gov web page has a separate section for Recovery Act grants
and lists each of these grants by date of grant release for application, by
code number, grant name and agency name.
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The front page of the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance provides
information about the number and types of grants and the agencies that
administer them. It also includes links to information about how to write

a grant proposal and frequently asked questions about applying for a
grant.
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Federal Grants Wire is a new free grant seeking resource that is available
on the web. It breaks out grants by granting agency, subject area,
applicant type, and assistance type. It can be found at

http:/ /www.federalgrantswire.com/
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Federal Grants Wire also includes information on applying for federal
grants and how to write a successful grant proposal. Keep in mind that
application requirements are established by the granting department or
agency. The website also includes daily updates and information on the
most popular grants. It also allows the applicant to search by the types
of grants for which the applicant is eligible.

Writing a Grant Proposal

Step 1

Become familiar with the eligibility requirements and other criteria
related to the organization and grant program that you are interested in.
Each grantor will establish its own protocol for applications, procedures,
deadlines, etc. If you need the money right away, it is too late!

Step 2

Getting Started

e Believe that you will get a grant

e Show the future of your county

e Start with where your county wants to go, who is the county and
what are its strengths and priorities.

e Create a plan for the county, not just a proposal for a grant

e Do your research: find potential funders by searching locally first
then target a source that is interested or funds projects like yours

The US Environmental Protection Agency has posted tips on writing a
successful grant proposal on its website at

http:/ /www.epa.gov/ogd/recipient/tips.htm. The tips include the
following components of a successful grant application:

1. Proposal Summary

The proposal summary appears at the beginning of the proposal and
outlines the project. It can be a cover letter or a separate page. It should
be brief: no longer than two or three paragraphs. It is often helpful to
prepare the summary after the proposal has been developed. This makes
it easier to include all the key points necessary to communicate the



objectives of the project. The summary document becomes the
foundation of the proposal. The first impression it gives will be critical to
the success of the venture. It very possibly could be the only part of the
package that is carefully reviewed before the decision is made to consider
the project further.

2. Introduction of the Organization

Most proposals require a description of an applicant's organization and
its past, present, and projected operations. Be concise, specific and
compelling. Use the description to build credibility for your organization.
(Start a "credibility" file.) Reinforce the connection between you and the
grantor. Establish a context for your problem statement.

IN BRIEF: Who, what, when, why, and how much!

Some features to consider are:

A brief biography of board members and key staff members,

The organization's goals, philosophy, and record with other
grantors, any success stories. The data should be relevant to the
goals of the granting organization and its grant program, and should
establish the applicant's credibility.

3. Problem Statement

The problem statement (or needs assessment) is a key element of a
proposal. It should be a clear, concise, well-supported statement of the
problem to be overcome using the grant funding. An applicant could
include data collected during a needs assessment that would illustrate
the problems to be addressed. The information provided should be both
factual and directly related to the problem addressed by the proposal.

Zero in on a specific problem you want to solve or an issue you want to
address;

Do not make assumptions of the reviewers,
Use statistics to support the existence of your problem or issue,

Make a connection between the issue and your organization,
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Make a case for your project locally, not just nationally,

Demonstrate your knowledge of the issue or problem and,

Set-up the milestones of your goals and objectives, address the outcomes
you wish to achieve.

4. Project Objectives

The project objectives should clearly describe the goals of the project.
Applicants should explain the expected results and benefits of each objective.
They should also list the specific criteria of the grant program. Then, describe
how the proposal meets each criterion. Goals are general and offer the evaluator
an understanding of the thrust of your program. Objectives are specific,
measurable outcomes. They should be realistic and attainable. Objectives help
solve the problem or address the issue. If your objectives make reference to a
number -- make sure it is do-able. Do not confuse objectives with methods.
Always be realistic.

5. Project Methods or Design

The project method outlines the tasks that will be accomplished with the
available resources. It is helpful to structure the project method as a timeline.
Early in the planning process, applicants should list the tasks that will have to
be completed to meet the goals of the project. They can then break these into
smaller tasks and lay them out in a schedule over the grant time period. This
will provide a chance to consider what personnel, materials, and other
resources will be needed to carry out the tasks.

Describe in detail the activities that will take place in order to achieve desired
results. Make sure your methods are realistic. Describe WHY you have chosen
these activities. Justify them over all other approaches your organization could
have taken. Show your knowledge of the bigger picture. Include a timetable of
major milestones.

6. Project Evaluation

Applicants should develop evaluation criteria to evaluate progress towards
project goals. It is important to define carefully and exactly how success will be
determined. Applicants should ask themselves what they expect to be different
once the project is complete. If you are having a problem developing your
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evaluation process, you better take another look at your objectives. Be ready to

begin evaluation as you begin your project.

Summative and Formative Evaluation:

Summative Evaluation is a plan to evaluate the project that measures how you
will have met your objectives.

Formative Evaluation is a plan to evaluate the project during and after its
execution. It can be used as a tool to make appropriate changes along the way.

7. Future Funding

Applicants may be asked to list expected sources of continuing funding after the
conclusion of the grant. The applicant may also be required to list other sources
and amounts of funding obtained for the project.

8. The Proposal Budget

Funding sources require different amounts of detail in the budget. Most Federal
funding sources require a large amount of detail. Also, they usually provide
budget forms with instructions. The budget format presented here is designed
to match what most Federal agencies request. If the funding source requires a
specific format, you must provide a budget in that format.

The Rural Assistance Center has a website that can be found at
http:/ /www.raconline.org/info_guides/funding/grantwriting.php that provides

valuable information for rural county grant seekers.

In addition to numerous sites on the web that provide information on writing a
winning federal grant proposal, some counties have started looking at
designating a grants coordinator for their county. This position can be part of
an existing employee’s current job description, can be a private consultant or
can be a new hire. Several counties that have taken the hire route have
discovered that a diligent grants coordinator who can challenge every
department to search out and find appropriate grants to the services it provides
will pay for itself with new found money. Note: competition for federal money is
tight so be the best that you can be when writing a federal grant application.

12



Resources for Federal Grants

www.naco.org (members’ only) Grants Clearinghouse

Federal Government Grants website

www.grants.gov

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance

www.cfda.gov

Federal Grants Wire
http:/ /www.federalgrantswire.com /
Federal Grants Wire Tips for Writing Federal Grants

http:/ /www.federalgrantswire.com /writing-a-federal-grant-proposal.html

Writing a Federal Grant Proposal
Education Money

http:/ /www.educationmoney.com/federal write proposal.html

Environmental Protection Agency Grant Writing Guidelines

http:/ /www.epa.gov/ogd /recipient/tips.htm

EPA Grant Writing Tutorial

http:/ /www.epa.gov/region07 /citizens /care/pdf/epa grant writing tutorial.pdf
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